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HeA LIFESTYLE: Homes

hristmas is a particularly
- special time of year for
| Peet and Ruud Schreuder,
who host a regular festive
their farmhouse in North
he Netherlands. “We both come

lies, with nine siblings each.”
ind they all helped us
ovation of our home.’
decorates the house with
ds and wreaths, which she

| materials gathered from
he local woods (learn how

decorations on page 131). *We
ch during these festive days, just
I alking, laughing and enjoying
s company. Our children and

1 join in too, SO YOou can imagine
Fortunately, there’s plenty of room
¢ generations in their rambling,

ry farmhouse.

r husband Ruud were young
ied when they first saw the
ty. ‘Ruud and I grew up in nearby
ind often came this way. We thought
lovely old place and one day, 35 years
knocked on the door to ask if
d rent the property.” The door was
ed by a very old man who told them to

¢ his brother who, in turn, sent them on
way

ABOVEThe
Christmas tree,
with stylish
‘white and silver
baubles, stands.
next to an antique
cupboard that
Peet and Ruud
bought before
they were
married. Peet
painted it green-
grey, a colour she
mixed herself.
She gathers
greenery from the
garden to atrange
along the top

‘[t wasn’t for sale or for rent,” says
. so we left it at that and got on with our

Then, over a year later, we got @ phone
| asking if we were still interested.®

ey were, even though there was no
ning water, no electricity, no sanitation;
t much of anything really,’ recalls Peets
moved in on his own and started f
re necessities and, after a year of hai
with the help of many of our fami
ibers, the house was ready enough
narried and [ moved in as WC]].’_D
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1m century. The fireplace
s led wln rmr wall

couple have recently in:
a woodbumner




reuse old things and

rbish them o my own
his become trendy: bul
| always came naturally

thing old. ‘I love to reuse old things and
refurbish them to my own styleand
t he says ‘It has become lrcndy NOW, bul
i e it always came naturally, TEHESs you
ncall it a way of life.” Bur muchsas Peet likes
ing for vintage items and pieces 1o
e, she is not above the occasional VisiBio
treet stores. *Sometimes you have g0y
w things, she says, ‘and then [ goto Tkea or
Via Cannella, my favourite store i Cuijk.”
During the winter months, the couple £
I 4 lot of time in the living room WithHits

rigmal fireplace, which they found while

g |

els, ‘In earlier days, the fire

was lit di the hearthstone, and at first
we did but it never felr safe with all
the wo nd us, says Peet. They've
since i adburning stove.

avation is complete and
left home, Peet and Ruud
the house as a bed and

ted to share the beauty of
rroundings,’ she says and,
thy renovation that
venture ensures the
vith people. M
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ABOVE LEFT The
staircaso came from a
nearby farmhouse and
was adjusted by Ruud,
Peat made the garand
while the pots came
from a flea market
ABOVE RIGHT The
large painting after
Vermani's Girl with

a Poarl Earring s by
Julip Ghiorzl. Pest
had o loan agreament
with o local art brary,

bt loved the work

w0 much thit she

bought it
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~ov o work sowly and
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Klichen 44T oldest part of the house
the black hardstone floor tiles are
fnal. The table base was given to them
neighbour and Ruud made the top fram
oid wooden shelves, They found the

on eBay. The splendid off-white display
6t Is one of the few pieces of new
ture inthe house - it contains crackery
ht at various flea markets
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wmhouse that has been the work of three decades. to a new build in bama. this
mes are full of character and charm. Plus. festive tips for the antigues colle

-t
olieclor.

| HOME OF THE MONTH

IT MAY HAVE taken the best part of
35 years to complete the renovation of
their farmhouse in the Netherlands,

but Peet and Rund aren’t complaiming.
Looking at the house today, with its
original box beds and characterful stone
floors, it's hard ro belicve the project was
completed on a tiny budget with only the
help of family and friends = PAGE 34

4 A collector’s
Christmas

Use your treasured antiques in

new and unexpected ways for

a very personal and unique
festive celebration

5 Style counsel

Sarah Davenport’s
background as an interiors
stylist is evident in the way
she mixes old and new to
create a look that feels fresh
and contempaorary

6 Divine design
Ecclesiastical
architectural salvage and
antique furniture ensures this
new build in Alabama feels
firmly rooted in the past

7 Naturally festive
Josephine Ryan

fills her elegant London home:

with candlelight and seasonal

greenery at Christmas

9 Glorious grandeur

Castle Howard is one
of the nation’s most exuberant
stately homes, never more so
than at Christmastime



